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By SCOTT TRAVIS 
Staff writer 


Tax increase 
would boost 
teachers’ pay 


À Palm Beach County voters 
may be asked to OK proposal 


problem among teachers in 
their first five years. 
“We spend all this money 
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Brendan Evans lives in a duplex on Lee Street in Hollywood, right, not far from the spot 
where Ollie was found on Oct. 10, whimpering from inside a suitcase. Evans faces charges 
of aggravated animal cruelty and remains in Broward County Jail. 


Many saw nothing odd about man police say stabbed pit bull 50 times 


By SUSANNAH BRYAN 
Staff writer 


HOLLYWOOD — He’s a per- 
sonal trainer whose stark Holly- 
wood apartment was like some- 
thing out of a horror film, with 
mutilated rats and cat paws in the 
freezer, oven walls smeared wth 
blood and blood-caked knives left 
in a dog bowl, under a TV stand 
and on a dresser, police say. 

Brendan Evans, 31, an un- 
married father of one son, 
claimed on Facebook to be a 
voodoo priest. 

But Hollywood police say he is 
an animal killer who stabbed Ollie 
the pit bull more than 50 times 


and left him to die inside a suit- 
case — a brutal attack that 
sparked national outrage. 

Evans faces charges of aggra- 
vated animal cruelty and remains 
in Broward County Jail. He is not 
eligible for pretrial release be- 
cause he was on probation for a 
2015 bank robbery north of 
Tampa. Police say he also burglar- 
ized a home in August, a second- 
degree felony. 

Most of those who know Evans 
say he was quiet but there was 
nothing unusual about him. 

“I’m stunned,” said fitness 
coach Ali Witherspoon, who met 
Evans while training clients on 
Hollywood beach. “I was in com- 


plete shock when I realized it was 
the same guy I knew.” 

Neighbors say Evans pretty 
much kept to himself while living 
on Lee Street, not far from the 
spot Ollie was found on Oct. 10, 
whimpering from inside the suit- 
case. Vets expected Ollie to sur- 
vive, but he died from his wounds 
two days later. 

Evans moved into Apartment 3 
of a modest duplex on Lee Street 
six months ago, records show. He 
is from Virginia, but it is unclear 
when he arrived in South Florida. 

Naomi Barlatier lives in the du- 
plex next door to Evans. 


See EVANS, 10A 


Palm Beach County vot- 
ers in November may be 
asked to raise their property 
taxes so teachers could be 
paid more, in hopes of keep- 
ing them in the classroom. 

Under the proposal being 
pushed by Schools Superin- 
tendent Robert Avossa, vot- 
ers would pay about $25 
more per $100,000 of as- 
sessed property on their tax 
bills. 

It is seen as a way to cut 
high turnover. Avossa said 
the district loses about 10 
percent of teachers a year, 
when a 3 to 5 percent turn- 
over rate would be more ac- 
ceptable. It’s especially a 


developing them, and then 
they go to to sell textbooks 
and double their salaries,’ 
he said. 

The plan, which is being 
discussed by a committee of 
district and teacher union 
officials, would provide 
about $50 million a year to 
boost teacher salaries. Dis- 
trict officials say they don’t 
yet know how much more 
money teachers at different 
experience levels might re- 
ceive. 

It would mark the third 
time in a decade the school 
district has asked county 


See TAX, 8A 


Bahia Mar’s future 
set for vote today 


By BRITTANY WALLMAN 
Staff writer 


FORT LAUDERDALE — 
A plan to build a new resi- 
dential high-rise enclave, 
hotel and boating center on 
public land at Fort Lau- 
derdale beach reaches deci- 
sion day today. 

City commissioners will 
decide whether to allow the 
remake of the Bahia Mar 
property with eight high- 
rises and six shorter build- 
ings, plus a vast under- 
ground parking structure. 
Commissioners will hold a 


separate vote today on 
whether to allow the pro- 
posed “major alterations” 
to the developer’s lease 
with the city. 

The project has been a 
lightning rod for contro- 
versy for several years. Crit- 
ics say the land wasn’t in- 
tended as a residential 
tower site and should main- 
tain its character as primar- 
ily a marina resort. 

“They’re rolling over on 
this” said Marilyn Mam- 
mano, a retired profes- 
sional planner and head of 


See BAHIA MAR, 10A 


Delray woman reflects on g YOUR NATION, 
relationship with Roy Moore Travel ban can take effect 


The Supreme Court ruled Trump 
may put his full travel ban into 
effect while legal appeals are 
being weighed in lower courts. 2A 


By STEPHANIE MCCRUMMEN 
The Washington Post 


high school, and taped to a page ti- 
tled “Those Who Inspire” was a 
graduation card. 

“Happy graduation Debbie,” it 
read in slanted cursive handwriting. 
“I wanted to give you this card my- 
self. I know that you'll be a success in 
anything you do. Roy.” 


DELRAY BEACH — Debbie Wes- 
son Gibson, of Delray Beach, was in 
her attic hauling out boxes of Christ- 
mas decorations last week when she 
noticed a storage bin she said she 
had forgotten about. Inside was a 
scrapbook from her senior year of 


Trump downsizes national 
monuments in Utah 
The size of Grand Staircase- 


Escalante and Bears Ears will be 
dramatically reduced. 2A 
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DOUGLAS C. PIZAC/AP 
The Upper Gulch section of Escalante Canyons within 
Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument. 


See GIBSON, 10A 
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AAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM YOUR FRIENDS ar 
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BOOK YOUR LUNCH/DINNER/BRUNCH HOLIDAY PARTIES NOW 
OFFERING SPECIALTY MENUS FOR PARTIES OF 18 OR MORE i 
SCOTTISH SALMON, GRILLED OR BLACKENED MAHI-MAHI, CHICKEN PR) T E ‘ 


PARMESAN, TERIYAKI SKIRT STEAK BENTO, TERIYAKI SALMON 
BENTO, 21-DAY AGED CERTIFIED ANGUS BEEF NEW YORK STRIP. 


*All bentos are served with sticky rice, buttered sweet potatoes, sautéed edamame, snap 
peas, carrot & zucchini Expires 12/20/2017 Cannot be combined with any other offers 
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RESTAURANT 4 


PURCHASE YOUR HOLIDAY GIFT CARDS NOW & RECEIVE 
2 COMPLIMENTARY SPECIALTY DRINK CARDS. FOR EVERY 
$50 GIFT CARD PURCHASED, YOUR NAME WILL BE 
ENTERED IN A DAILY DRAWING TO WIN A $50 GIFT CARD. 


u 
EXP. 12/20/2017 HCP p1 
Cannot be combined with any 11 
other offers. One coupon per t1 
entrée. Must present coupon. 14 
FN 


EXP. 12/20/2017 HCP 


Cannot be combined with any 1 
other offers. One coupon per 1 


entrée. Must present coupon. J Back Your Holiday Parties with Us ! 
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